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After losing the military advantage in the Ukraine war, Vladimir
Putin seeks new avenues to exert influence over his Western
opponents. In this intricate geopolitical chess game, North and Central
Africa have transformed into critical strategic chessboard pieces for
the Russian leader.

Everyone watched as the master of the Kremlin, who orchestrated the
Russian-African summit in St. Petersburg, took memorial photos with
African leaders.

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/22204199/putin-african-migrants-europe/
https://greenfue.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%85/


Meanwhile, Niger's president, who didn't respond to the Russian
summons, found himself imprisoned and ousted by Russia-supported
generals.

For Moscow, the Niger coup is a way to strike a blow against
French strategic interests. Since its formal liberation from France in
1960, Niger has experienced four coups, the most recent occurring in
2010 when President Mamado Tanga was ousted. According to the
Russian-supported putschists responsible for the latest coup against
Mohamad Bazoum, this coup aimed at wresting Niger from French
hegemony.

https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2023/7/26/%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%AF-%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D9%85%D8%AD
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2023/7/28/%D9%82%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%B6%D8%AE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRiYL3-3WrM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRiYL3-3WrM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJiv4HIUIoc
https://arabic.euronews.com/2023/07/27/niger-russian-flag-raised-among-coup-supporters-paris-washington-might-lose-last-ally
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/c99xnkz1j4go


Similarly, during the St. Petersburg summit, Wagner group leader (and
would-be coup leader) Yevgeny Prigozhin described the coup in Niger
as a national struggle against colonialism. Crowds of pro-coup
demonstrators in Niger obliged this view by marching with the Russian
flag while burning French flags and even attempting to burn the
French embassy.

Once a staunch French ally, Niger now joins a belt of
Russian-influenced countries spanning North and Central Africa.
Using the Wagner Group as its instrument, Moscow has already
gained dominant influence in Mali, Burkina Faso, Libya, and Sudan.
And per a leaked document unveiled on July 26, 2022, by Al Jazeera,
Russia was plotting to build six military installations across Egypt,
West Africa, Eritrea, Madagascar, Mozambique, and Sudan, while
forging robust military relations with Burkina Faso and Mali.

Arms sales have brought Moscow closer to many African capitals than
ever before: Russia's military exports to Africa surged by 44%
between 2017 and 2021, making it the foremost armament supplier to
the continent, even surpassing China in terms of arms exports.

https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/cy9q0evjn05o
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/cy9q0evjn05o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERz0N8qepYk
https://www.dw.com/ar/dw-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B0-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9/a-66350853
https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7/20230726-%D9%82%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9


The increasing military connections between Russia and Africa
provide Putin with the potential to establish a network of military
alliances on NATO's southern boundary. In a nuanced approach, Putin
is also utilizing the geographical aspects of Africa to develop diverse
outposts that pose substantial challenges for Europe. Additionally,
exploiting his influence in Africa serves as a method for Putin to incite
illicit migration, potentially overwhelming the European continent and
aligning with his hidden objectives. Furthermore, Putin garners
political advantage through his ability to sway African nations' voting
decisions within the United Nations.

Most of all, Russia’s military footprint in North and Central Africa gives
Putin access to those regions’ precious natural resources while
steadily blocking Europe’s access to the same resources. Africa is a
luring prize, possessing 10% of the globe’s oil and 8% of its gas
reserves. The continent boasts 80% of the world's platinum, 40% of its
diamonds, 20% of its gold, and 20% of its cobalt metal. And with

https://www.maplecroft.com/insights/analysis/russian-aligned-african-states-face-worsening-social-and-governance-profiles/
https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2023/7/28/3-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERz0N8qepYk


enormous renewable water resources and 65% of the world's
agricultural land, Africa's significance is undeniable.

Across a multitude of nations, Moscow has steadily expanded its
influence within Africa in the past few years:

● The Central African Republic, despite its population's poverty,
has emerged as a crucial sphere of influence for Russians drawn
by its mineral wealth. Wagner's arrival in 2018 involved backing
the government in suppressing a civilian uprising that morphed
into a civil war after 2012. During this conflict, Wagner secured
logging rights and control over gold mines. Recently, Wagner has
deployed additional paramilitary trainers to bolster government
authority.

● In Mali, the Kremlin utilized Wagner operatives to broaden
Russian influence. This effort was financed by Mali’s
government injection of $200 million to aid in countering alleged
extremist militants, drawing parallels with the Syrian crisis, during
which Wagner militias frequently engaged in war crimes and
crimes against humanity. In the meantime, incidents of terrorism
within the nation have surged by over 25 percent.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=se-DXtSokEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=se-DXtSokEY
https://www.trtarabi.com/issues/%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%89-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B0-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%83%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-13043413
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRiYL3-3WrM
https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2023/2/21/%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%82-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AF
https://www.dw.com/ar/dw-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B0-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9/a-66350853
https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2023/7/28/3-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2_FWuHCwrA


● Recent history in Burkina Faso, marked by a coup a year ago,
echoes the ongoing events in Niger. Almost as if illustrating this
link, Russian backers in Burkina Faso and Mali have stated their
preparedness to defend Niger against rumored Western military
intervention intended to reinstate the deposed President
Muhamad Bazoum. Amplifying the tension, militants in Burkina
Faso have declared a halt in uranium exports to France.

The ongoing query revolves around the potency of these armed
groups bolstered by Russian assistance. Experts unanimously
agree that the combined strength of these factions within those
countries is notably inferior to that of ECOWAS. Further
clarification reveals that their proclamation of preparedness to
stand alongside the Nigerien putschists in combat amounts to
nothing more than deceptive propaganda.

● Russian influence is also conspicuous in Libya , Algeria, and
Sudan. In the latter, Wagner is accused of collaborating with the

https://aawsat.com/home/article/3908791/%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%88-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B0-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/cql442n583yo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJhjV8MshT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M5ythXHW3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9M5ythXHW3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2_FWuHCwrA
https://americancenter.org/the-early-phoenix-july-26-2023/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2_FWuHCwrA
https://americancenter.org/the-early-phoenix-august-2-2023/
https://www.dw.com/ar/%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B0-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%86%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%82%D8%A9/a-64831935


Rapid Support Forces in their conflict against the Sudanese
army. While the Russian private military group denies any
presence in Sudan, Western sources confirm Wagner's
unrestricted mining rights in gold-rich regions. A comparable
situation is developing in Libya, where Russians are established
across extensive portions of the country's southern territories.
The Algerian stance can be attributed to concerns about a
potentially significant influx of displaced individuals. At the same
time, the second factor lies in the intrinsic alignment between the
Algerian and Russian governments. This position taken by
Algeria also underscores the extent of Russian influence on the
African continent. However, this stance places Algeria in a
delicate predicament with its secondary ally, France, mainly if a
military intervention would be pursued to reinstate the Nigerian
president.

https://www.dw.com/ar/%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B0-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%86%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%82%D8%A9/a-64831935
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2_FWuHCwrA
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/africa/russias-wagner-groups-presence-in-africa-goes-beyond-libya
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/mapping-disinformation-in-africa/


● Leaked US intelligence documents have revealed Russia's
intentions, orchestrated by Wagner, to incite an insurrection in
Chad. This aligns seamlessly with its overarching strategy of
establishing a network of military installations across Africa.

In his address at the Russian-North African summit in St.
Petersburg last month – an event ostensibly focused on bolstering
economic ties – Putin discussed the utilization of sanctions to obstruct
the UN-backed Black Sea grain initiative. However, he committed to
providing free grain to several African nations, including Burkina Faso,
Zimbabwe, Mali, Somalia, the Central African Republic, and Eritrea.
This seemingly altruistic gesture involves each country receiving
between 25 and 50 thousand tons of grain. Additionally, Putin
revealed the forgiveness of a substantial $23 billion debt owed by
these African nations while expressing Russia's readiness to supply
Africa with complimentary weaponry to enhance regional security.
He emphasized collaboration with African law enforcement and
intelligence agencies. On the commercial front of the summit, major
Russian companies showcased their products to the 49 African
nations in attendance. These offerings included weapons, military
equipment, helicopters, agricultural machinery, and foodstuffs.

https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2023/4/25/%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%8A%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B6%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2023/4/25/%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D9%8A%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B6%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://greenfue.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%85/
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/2023/07/27/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A4%D9%83%D8%AF-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B4%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AB-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/2023/07/27/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A4%D9%83%D8%AF-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B4%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AB-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%B1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euractiv.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2%2F2015%2F07%2Fseleka_fighter.jpeg&tbnid=6fQujWmUBQCq7M&vet=12ahUKEwjdx-Tb3MKAAxV1UDUKHZyFBQsQMygIegUIARDPAQ..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euractiv.com%2Fsection%2Fafrica%2Fnews%2Fcentral-africa-rebels-rearm-after-military-gets-russia-weapons%2F&docid=SR-iOIumkOHxYM&w=3000&h=2000&q=russian%20weapons%20in%20Central%20Africa&ved=2ahUKEwjdx-Tb3MKAAxV1UDUKHZyFBQsQMygIegUIARDPAQ
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi0.wp.com%2Fadf-magazine.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F04%2FGettyImages-1229082828.jpg%3Ffit%3D1024%252C683%26ssl%3D1&tbnid=v9iGj5K7IG2KgM&vet=12ahUKEwjdx-Tb3MKAAxV1UDUKHZyFBQsQMygGegUIARDLAQ..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fadf-magazine.com%2F2023%2F04%2Frussia-emerges-as-top-weapons-supplier-to-sub-saharan-africa%2F&docid=rK28oODXkfNgKM&w=1024&h=683&q=russian%20weapons%20in%20Central%20Africa&ved=2ahUKEwjdx-Tb3MKAAxV1UDUKHZyFBQsQMygGegUIARDLAQ


The summit has ignited considerable enthusiasm among Africans as
they remain hopeful about reaping benefits from Russian oil projects,
alongside gaining technical expertise for peaceful nuclear energy
production. Egypt serves as an illustrative example. During the
summit, Visco, a prominent Russian transportation company with a
significant maritime fleet, established a noteworthy agreement with
President Sisi of Egypt. Andrei Severilov, Chairman of Visco’s Board
of Directors, introduced a direct marine commercial container service
that seamlessly connects Egypt's Damietta port with Russia's
Novorossiysk port. This shipping pact holds the potential to serve as
a pivotal conduit linking the economies of Russia and Africa, thereby
extending Russia's economic influence across the Maghreb and North
African regions.

https://ria.ru/20150210/1046933559.html
https://arabic.arabianbusiness.com/abnews/%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A8%D8%AD-%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://arabic.arabianbusiness.com/abnews/%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A8%D8%AD-%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7


The relentless efforts of Putin's Russia to establish a firm
foothold militarily, economically, and politically on Europe's southern
borders mirror its successful embedding in Syria to wield influence
across the eastern Mediterranean. While acknowledging the
importance of Mediterranean trade ties for Russia's overall prosperity,
it becomes evident that Putin's aspirations in Africa extend beyond
economic interests, hinting at his ambitions for dominance over
Europe.

https://www.dohainstitute.org/ar/PoliticalStudies/Pages/What-does-the-Russia-Africa-Summit-entail-for-Russia-and-Africa.aspx


Although the sustainability of these ambitions in the face of a
potential military setback in Ukraine remains uncertain, the relentless
growth of Russian influence on the continent is unmistakably gaining
momentum with each passing month. As European powers invest
their attention and resources in thwarting Putin's moves in Ukraine, a
more pressing inquiry emerges: do they possess the capacity to halt
his intricate strategic maneuvers across Africa adeptly, or will these
calculated maneuvers persist unopposed on the geopolitical
chessboard?

Read The Region's North Africa Continued Report to learn of the
most recent updates in Putin’s moves over the weekend.

August 7, 2023.

https://www.ipis.ir/en/subjectview/668313/ukraine-and-putin%E2%80%99s-big-game-compulsion-or-option
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IWI7mrsrtL4_n_LPhOzgF7tIRknsQ3wz_sCbpwjDkzM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IWI7mrsrtL4_n_LPhOzgF7tIRknsQ3wz_sCbpwjDkzM/edit

